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Fine Arts 6 – ISB
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Notan Portfolio Collage





Statement of Inquiry:


An artwork can be balanced both asymmetrically and symmetrically at the same time








Global Context:


Identities and Relationships


Who are you? What makes you, you? How does the culture in the school define you as a student?








  Directions:





Begin by learning about shape, space, and balance.





Fold a piece of railroad board to make a simple portfolio for keeping your artwork.





In pencil, lightly draw out shapes to cut out of your black construction paper. Use both geometric and organic shapes. 





Carefully cut your drawn shapes and arrange the new pieces on the original rectangle edge to mirror the negative (empty) space—see demonstration and examples. 





Continue cutting and arranging shapes to build an asymmetric composition that illustrates the concept of notan using space and shape.





Carefully glue paper pieces down—remember to use every cut piece.





Good luck and have fun!














The word notan is Japanese for “dark-light.” In art, notan focuses on the interaction between positive and negative space. In this project, you will use a simple collage technique to demonstrate how shape, space, light and dark interact in the design of a composition.





Asymmetrical Balance:


  A type of visual balance that arranges objects differently on each side of the image, while still maintaining equilibrium or harmony. 


  Does this Notan collage by Joel Sampson demonstrate asymmetrical balance?
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Materials: railroad board, black paper, scissors, glue.





CRITERIA			       


Creativity    				


Your design is original.


	


Craftsmanship   			


Use every piece cut.


Gluing and cutting is neat.





Variety of Shapes			


Use both geometric and organic





Use of Space				


Show negative and positive space relationships and fill the entire space 


 


Show Asymmetrical Balance   	 


(see note below)








To Store your Artwork!








